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1.0 Affiliation & Administration 

1.1 Introduction 

This section is Affiliation and Administration, which prescribes by-laws for all clubs 
affiliated with GDSFA. 

Throughout this document, the use of the word “…may” means that the situation described 
is optional, whereas the use of the word “…will” or “…shall” means that the situation 
described is mandatory. 

1.2 Grievance & Disciplinary Matters 

All grievance and disciplinary matters concerning the Association and its Members shall be 
dealt with in accordance with the Association’s Grievance and Disciplinary Regulations 
adopted on March 2013, as amended from time to time 

 
1.3 Penalties 

Penalties may be imposed for any breach of these By-Laws, and for any other matter 
concerning the conduct of Football which is not expressly mentioned in these By-Laws. 

Refer to appendix 1 for a table of penalties & fines. 
 

1.4 Child Protection 

All clubs applying for affiliation must certify they comply with the NSW Child Protection 
(Working with Children) Act (as amended). 

1.5 Copies of By-Laws 

Copies of By-Laws are to be available on the association web-site. 
 

1.6 Grounds 

Clubs seeking affiliation must ensure that they have adequate facilities or have made 
arrangements to host the teams submitted. Failure to do so may result in disaffiliation on 
the part of the non-sporting bodies or Clubs not previously affiliated. 

1.7 Attendance at General Meetings 

Any affiliated Club failing to be represented at a General Meeting by at least one (1) delegate 
shall be fined as prescribed in appendix 1. 

 
1.8 Payment of Accounts 

a All accounts shall be paid within 30 days of the date of the invoice. The Club Secretary 
shall then be advised by the minutes that an extra seven (7) days extension has been 
granted for the payment of the outstanding amount. Payments not received within the 
extended period shall incur a fine as prescribed in the schedule. An extension of time 
for payment may be granted on written application to the Association. 

b In the event of a Club failing to pay an account within 60 days of the invoice date, the 
Club will be declared "un-financial", resulting in the automatic loss of competition points 
earned during the un-financial period. 

c Any Club which has outstanding invoices after 30th November each year shall be 
considered "un-financial" and shall be ineligible to vote at the AGM 

 
d Where a Club has entered financial difficulties, the CEO may approve a repayment 

schedule and business plan, which must be confirmed at the next Board Meeting of the 
association. Notwithstanding clauses (b) & (c), while the Club is fulfilling the terms of the 
repayment schedule and meeting its other financial obligations to the Association, the 
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club shall be deemed to be financial. 

1.9 Recognised Delegates 

The Executive Members or Board of Directors of each affiliated club (being President, 
Secretary and Treasurer) are automatically recognised as delegates. Each affiliated Club 
may also notify the Association of two (2) alternate delegates chosen to represent it when 
their Executive members are unavailable. Each Delegate shall, except as otherwise provided, 
retain his/her powers unless and until the Associations notified by the Club of any alteration. 
Where any delegate is unable to be present at an AGM, GMASSOCIATION or 
SGMASSOCIATION, his/her Club Secretary may delegate his/her powers in writing to 
another member of his/her club for that particular meeting. This does not apply to affiliated 
non-sporting bodies. 

2.0 Registration of Players, Teams & Team Officials 

2.1 Player Registration Fees 

a Fees shall be determined each year at the AGM to cover full Association costs per 
player either student or non-student.  

b Fees are payable upfront through the National Registration system and will be collected 
at point of registration. 

 
2.2 Registration of Teams - Application Forms 

a Clubs shall complete the following team registration forms for teams to be entered: 
 

i 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Nomination for teams - Clubs are to restrict their team nominations in 
accordance with the carrying capacity of their playing fields. 
 

Non-Competition teams (U6 to U7) should have a minimum of 4 
players. Non-Competition teams (U8 to U9) should have a minimum of 5 
players

Non-Competition Teams (10 to 11) should have a minimum of 7 players Application forms may 
not be accepted after the due date specified by the Association. 

 
Teams withdrawn after completion of the competition structure shall be liable to a fine as 
prescribed in appendix 1. 
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2.3 Registration of Players/Managers/Coaches 

Players, Team Managers, Team Coaches shall register under the following rules: 
 

a Before being permitted to play in any competition matches, all players must be formally 
registered with playfootball/the designated method of registration as players of the 
association. 

Before being permitted to be present in any official capacity in any competition matches, 
all coaches, managers, referees and club officials must be formally registered with 
playfootball as such with the Association 

Registration of players, coaches, managers and club officials is to be achieved using the 
electronic registration system designated by the Association 

 
The 30th June each year shall be the deadline for the final synchronisation of all player 
registrations and transfers 

 
b All clubs are required to maintain softcopy or hardcopy records of all player, coach, 

manager and officials registration details and supporting documentation including 
application forms proof of identity, proof of age, codes of behaviour and declarations 
made under the Child Protection Act. The Association reserves the right to audit Club 
Registration Records during the season and issue appropriate penalties for inadequate 
or falsified records. 

c A player's age is determined by the actual age on 31st December of the current season, 
i.e. the age the player turns in that calendar year except for players wishing to register for 
O/35’s/O45’s. A player must have turned 35/45 by the 31st of December the previous year 
prior to the Association accepting their registration. 

 
d A club may apply for a player to be registered in a team below their ‘true’ registered age 

group, due to exceptional circumstances. Each application will be considered on its merits 
and a final decision made by the Executive. There is no right of appeal against the final 
decision. 

 
e A player may not register in an age grade more than two years above the lowest age 

grade to which he/she is entitled to register, up to and including Under 16 years. On 
attaining the age of 16, a player is entitled to register in any applicable competition. 

 
f A player must register in the division most suitable to his/her ability 

 
g Any player registering to wear glasses during play must wear same in any ID 

photograph that will be used to produce the Player Registration. Additionally, the player 
must produce an optician's statement that the glasses are of safety glasses. Such 
statement serves to indemnify this Association against accident to wearer or the  
glasses. The Player Registration card is to be endorsed glasses approved
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In terms of dual registration 
i 

i Female players may be dual registered with a mixed and girls/ladies team. 
ii On attaining the aged of 16, a player may be dual registered with a higher 

age team, subject to normal age restrictions re O35 & O45. 
iii An O35 player may be dual registered with any AAM team 
iv An O45 player may be dual registered with any O35 team 
v A PL or AAM player may not be dual registered. 
vi Outside of the above applied rules, players may not be registered in more than one FNSW 

affiliated Association. 

 
2.4 Proof of Identity/Proof of Age 

Clubs entering teams in Association competitions shall be required to produce on demand to 
the Association satisfactory proof of age and/or proof of identity of each player registered 

 
a Satisfactory proofs of age shall be one or more of the following: i

 For players registering in an under 18 or older competition 

• certified copy of passport 
• certified copy of driver’s licence 
• a proof of identity card issued by the Services NSW 
• document issued by Australian Government 

 
ii For players registering in under 6 up to and including under 17 competitions: 

• certified copy of birth certificate 
• certified copy of baptism certificate 
• certified copy of valid passport 
• document issued by Australian Government 
• certified copy of current valid driver’s licence 

 
b Unless the proof document copy has been certified by a Justice of the Peace, the Club 

Registrar or a member of the Club’s executive committee must sight the original and 
certify to this fact 

 
 

 
2.5 Duration of Registration 

A player shall be registered only for the current year in which he/she registers. Any 
registration form signed in one year shall not be valid for the following year. Year shall 
mean the period 1st January to 31st December. 

2.6 Priority of Registration 

When a player registers with different Clubs in this Association, he/she will be deemed to 
be registered for the Club bearing the earliest date on the registration system. He/she may 
be penalised as seen fit by the Association. 
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3.0 Grading of Teams 

3.1 Grading Roles & Responsibilities 

The Association is responsible for grading all teams. 
 

3.2 Grading of Teams Procedure 

a The Association shall review the grades as soon as practical after team nominations. 

b Clubs shall be notified of the grades on completion of grading meeting. 
c Clubs may appeal the grading their teams are assigned. Appeals must be in writing to 

the Association within 48 hours immediately following the original issue of gradings.. 
Following the appeal review, Clubs will have no further right of appeal. 
. 

3.3 Re-Grading of Teams 

a. In considering whether any team is to be regraded or not, the Association shall have due 
regard to the structure of the established competition, and shall not, through the process 
of regrading, disrupt the format of the established competition by changing it (for 
example) from an 8 team competition to a 6 or 10 team competition, or vice versa 

 
b. Where a team is regraded up or down the competition shall be redrawn and restart. 

 
c. The Association will endeavor to make all re grading decisions after 3 competition rounds 

 
 

 
4.0 Transfer of Players 

4.1 Transfer of Players between Teams 
A Club wishing to regrade a player shall apply in writing to the Association and the reason 
for the request shall be nominated therein. 
a. On approval of the regrade by the Association, the Association shall re team code the 

player. 
b. When withdrawing a nominated team from the competition, the transfer of players from 

one team to another necessitates application for regrading of all involved players. 

c. All intra-club transfer of players shall cease at the 30th June. Players playing out of their 
registered team after that date are ineligible players and shall incur penalties as 
prescribed in the schedule. 

4.2 Transfer between Associations 
A player registered in one Association must produce a written clearance from the 
Association before transferring to another Association during the current season. 

4.3 Transfer between Clubs in this Association 
A player registered in one Club may transfer to another Club. 

4.4 Temporary Transfer (Borrowing) between Teams 
a A limit of three (Borrowed) players shall be allowed to play up per team in any one 

match conducted by this Association, however the use of borrowed players cannot 
make the total players appearing on the team sheet exceed the total amount of 
players in that age group. 

b A player cannot play up more than 2 years above their current age group, e.g. a true 
U12 player may be borrowed into U13 or U14 but no higher. 

c When a player is registered in a team above his/her true age, e.g. a true Under 11 is 
playing as an Under 13, he/she may not play up more than two years above his/her true 
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age, nor are they able to play down in the 11s with the exception of players registered 
in the 45s. (players registered in 45s or 55s. ( Payers registered in 55s can play 45s and players 
registered in 45s can play 35s)
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d For small sided football players: 

An U11 player may be borrowed for any U13 team in accordance with these 
By Laws 
An U10 or U11may be borrowed for any U12 teams and may play with that. 
team and unlimited number of times during the season, including the final 
series games subject to normal qualification requirements. 

e On attaining the age of 16, a player may play in any applicable older competition. 

f A player may play unlimited matches for his/her Club in a higher age grade or division. 

A player being borrowed out of his/her registered team (age group) shall be of an 
equal or lower division than the team, which he/she plays. 

g That is: 
 

• A Division 1 player may only play Division 1 
• A Division 2 player may play Division 2 or 1 
• A Division 3 player may play Division 3, 2 or 1. 
• A Division 4 player may play Division 4, 3, 2 or 1 etc 
In other words, a player may only play up in age or division and not down in age or 
division. 

h For ‘Over Age’ competitions : 
• An O/35 player may play in any ‘All Age’ competition. 
• An O/45 player may play in any O/35 competition. 
• An O/55 player may play in any O/45 competition 

i Where two or more teams of the same Club play in the same division, no movement of 
players between these teams is permitted unless players are officially regraded. 

 
 
 

 
4.5 Transfer and Regrades In One Season 

No transfer between Clubs or regrades may take place after the conclusion of Round 18 in 
any year, except players from another Association with clearances to be approved by 
the Association 
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APPENDIX 1 - Penalties & Fines 
 

Code Reason Fine Notes 

BP1 Borrowed player section incorrectly or not completed $25 e.g.: incorrect FFA, original team, 
fine is per player 

BP2 Allowable number of borrowed players exceeded $50 Possible loss of points 

TS1 Team sheet must be completed in EMS before kick off $25 Per team sheet 

TS2 Scores must be updated in EMS within 24 hours of the 
game being played. $25 Per team sheet 

TS3 More than 16 players listed for a match $25 Fine per extra player 

TS4 Missing shirt number $25  

TS5 Alteration made to Match Officials portion of the EMS $Nil Referred to DT 

FF1 Forfeit of game with at least 48 hours notice (All 
competitive and Non-Competitive) $Nil  

FF2 Forfeit of game with less than 48 hours notice (All 
competitive and Non-Competitive) $75 Plus GDFRA Fees where 

applicable by forfeiting Club 

FF3 Forfeit without notice (All competitive and Non-
Competitive) $150 Plus GDFRA Fees where 

applicable by forfeiting Club 

MT1 Non-attendance at General Meeting by at least one 
delegate $50   Without apology prior meeting 

MT2 Non-attendance at AGM ASSOCIATION by at least one 
delegate $200   Without apology prior meeting 

P1 Use of an unregistered player $200  

P2 Use of a suspended player $200 Possible further suspension; loss 
of points 

P3 Use of an ineligible player $200 Loss of points; points to 
opposition 

TR1 Loss of Trophy Cost Replacement cost 

TW1 Team withdrawal after draw released but season yet to 
commence 

$200 Per team 

TW2 Team withdrawal after 1st round of season completed $400 Per team 

J1 Failure to submit requested report $50  

BE1 Unruly crowd behaviour Max 
$250 

In addition, deduction of up to 6 
competition points 

BE2 Unruly behaviour and/or foul/abusive language by a 
team official 

Max 
$100 

In addition, minimum 1 match 
suspension to the team official 

G1 Grounds not marked to specifications $50  

PA1 Failure to make payment of accounts within prescribed 
timeframe (section 1.7) 

$200  
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5.0 COMPETITION 

5.1 Introduction 
 

This section covers regulations and procedures for the following competitions 
conducted by GDSFA (the ‘Association’) and its affiliated clubs. 

• General competition (may include Mixed, Girls/Ladies, Over 35, Over 45. Over 55) 
• X League 
• Small sided football 
• Knockout Cups 

5.2 Grounds 

i The Association shall have control of fields as nominated by affiliated Clubs whilst 
Association games are in progress. 

ii The Association shall have complete discretion to schedule /reschedule or move any 
regular competition or finals match, including consideration, if deemed necessary the 
allocation of “home” ground matches. This would include games rescheduled due to 
wet weather. 

5.3 Competition Points 
 

Points allocated shall be as follows: 
 

(a) Win by result: 
(b) Win by forfeit: 
(c) Bye: 
(d) Draw: 
(e) Loss: 
(f) Loss by forfeit: 

3 points 
3 points and 3-0 result 
0 points 
1 point 
0 points 
0 points and 0-3 result 

(g) No score will be recorded with more than a 7-goal difference, for any junior team, to be adjusted by 
the FOM. 

5.4 Special Competitions 

The Association may conduct special competitions. 

(a) No Club special competition may take precedence over an Association fixture at any 
time. Association commitments and fixtures must be discharged before any outside 
commitment. 

(b) All players who participate in any special competitions organised by Clubs must fulfil any 
Association commitment before playing for the Club. 

(c) Clubs must notify the Association of any fixture held outside this Association in which 
their players participate. 

5.5 Perpetual Trophies 
5.5.1 Trophies shall be awarded to the Grand Champions of an age grade at the 

conclusion of the Grand Final, or at some other suitable occasion. 
(a) Association trophies remain the property of the Association and Clubs will 

be awarded plaques. Clubs may incur a fine as stated in these by laws 
should they take the Association trophy for failure to return trophies on time. 
Misplaced and damaged trophies shall be replaced/repaired at cost to the 
holding club. 

(b) Should a trophy be damaged or lost when under the control of a Club, the Club 
shall be held responsible and charged with the cost of any repairs necessary. 

(c) Engravings on perpetual trophies awarded to teams will be engraved by the 
Association. 
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(d) Cottam Cup, and all Knock Out trophies are  to remain in the Association custody and 
will only be presented to the respective winners during formalities, to be returned  
at the conclusion of presentations due to their unquestionable value. 

5.5.2 At the completion of the League Competition, the ‘Çhampion Club’ shall be 
determined. The criteria for determination shall be: 
(a) Clubs must have a minimum of five (5) competition teams to be eligible. 

(b) The premiership points earned by a club’s competition teams are weighted 
according to their division (division 1 = 2.00, division 2 = 1.75, division 3 = 
1.50, division 4 = 1.25, division 5 and below = 1.00), summed and divided by 
the number of competition teams. 

(c) An otherwise eligible club becomes ineligible if, during the current season, it 
has: 

i Accrued the highest average number of RED cards per match played; or 

ii Accrued the highest average number of YELLOW cards per match 
played; or 

 
iii Had a team found to have been partially or wholly responsible for the 

abandonment of a match at the conclusion of all inquiries and appeals into that abandonment; or 

iv Had a team expelled for any reason 

(d) The eligible club with the highest number of weighted points per competition 
team shall be declared the ‘Champion Club’. 

(e) The above criteria is a guide, the final determination is at the discretion of the 
administration. 

6.0 GENERAL COMPETITION 
6.1 Competition Structure 

 
The Competition Manager shall: 

a) determine the competition structure for each age group subject to the number of 
nominated teams 

b) Be responsible for scheduling of games, their starting times and their field locations. 

6.2 Competition Timetable 
 

(a) Where possible, the competition shall commence on the first Saturday in April and finish 
on the last Sunday in August. Age group kick-off times will be as determined by the 
ASSOCIATION. and may be varied as circumstances dictate. 

(b) Washed out Rounds. 

i Where possibe the Association shall nominate two dedicated wash out days to be used 
for the purpose of playing previously washed out matches when a complete round is washed 
out. 

ii A MIXED round shall be deemed a wash-out when 75% or more of available 
fields are closed. 

iii Where a round is partially washed out the unplayed games shall be scheduled 
by the Association. The Association decision is final. 

 
iv Should the last round be partially washed-out, it will be replayed as soon as practical or 
only if it has a bearing on the final standings. 
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v Any full washed out rounds that cannot be rescheduled due to time 
restraints will be cancelled. 

 
vi Where a round is washed out, and the teams are unable to play the washed out 
game no later than before the semi-finals, the Association shall evaluate the impact 
of any such game or games in each age/division. Where it is deemed that the 
washed out game(s) would impact on the semi-final positions the Association may 
cancel the particular round for that age/division. In the instance where the washed 
out rounds impact upon finals schedule the course of action will be determined by 
the Board. 

 
 

(c) Public Holidays - Anzac Day - Easter: Competition matches shall not be played on a 
Saturday coinciding with Anzac Day. When Easter falls within the competition no competition 
matches shall be played on that weekend. 

6.3 Impact on League Points if a Team is Withdrawn 

(a) All matches played by teams withdrawn from the competition shall be treated as a 'bye' 
from the first game of the last uncompleted round in that competition. 

(b) In the event of a team being withdrawn from the competition (before the completion of 
an entire round of the competition) then the results for those matches already played 
by the team being withdrawn, and all matches that the withdrawn team would have 
played to compete that round will deemed to have been forfeits, and competition points 
and goals awarded in accordance with Section 3 Competition Points. 

(c) If a team has completed a full round of the competition before it withdraws, then all 
points, goals for and goals against shall stand for all games completed in the full 
round. For uncompleted rounds, all games against that team will be treated as byes. 

(d) If a team is withdrawn or expelled from competition by the Association for any reason 
all matches will be deemed to have been forfeits and competition points and goals 
awarded in accordance with Section 3 Competition Points. 

7.0 OVER 35 COMPETITION 
 

7.1 Eligible Players 
(a) A player is classed as eligible to register for Over 35’s if they have turned 35 years of 

age on or prior to 31st December the previous year. 
(b) The Over 35 competition will allow up to 3 players who have turned 32 years of age on 

or prior to 31st December the previous year. 

(c) An Over 35 player is allowed to temporarily play up into any senior team An Over 35 
player can also temporarily play up into an Over 45 team provided they have turned 
45 years of age. 

(d) Slide tackles are not permitted 
 

8.0 OVER 45 & OVER 55 COMPETITIONS 

8.1 Eligible Players (O45) 

(a) A player is classed as eligible to register for Over 45 once they have TURNED 45 
years of age on or prior to 31st December the previous year. 

(b) An Over 45 player is allowed to temporarily play up into any Over 35 team or Senior team. 

(c) Slide Tackles are not permitted 

8.2 Eligible Players (O55) 

(a) A player is classed as eligible to register for Over 55 once they have TURNED 55 
years of age on or prior to 31st December the previous year. 
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(b) The Over 55 competition will allow up to 3 players who have turned 52 years of age on 
or prior to 31st December the previous year. This will be for the first 3 years of 
competition and will no longer be allowed for season 2027 and beyond. 

(c) An Over 55 player is allowed to temporarily play up into any Over 45 team or Senior team. 

(d) Slide Tackles are not permitted 
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9.0 X LEAGUE COMPETITION (Men) 
Overview 

9.1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9.2 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9.3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
9.4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
X League is the top level competition for GDSFA. Players registered to play XL1 
cannot move freely between any other XL team for their club, with the exception of players 
U20 and the standard borrowing competition rule.subject to the rules that follow. U20s can 
move an unlimited amount of times. 

Nominations 
 

Will be conducted for affiliated Clubs with entries being restricted to a maximum of ten (10) per 
division. Should there be more than ten (10) nominations for entry into the XL 
competition, the Board will make a decision on the entry of teams into the competition . 
and the consideration of extending the competition. 
Composition 

 
 
 

(a) The XL competition shall be run over at least eighteen (18) competition rounds – 
known as the ‘League’ –such that teams play each other at least twice. The top four (4) teams 
iat the completion of the 
‘League’ rounds will play off to determine Grand Champions in accordance with the 
procedures for finals series defined elsewhere within these By-Laws. 
Promotion & Relegation 

 
A promotion/relegation system shall apply 

‘Challenge Shield’ Winners 
 

Is determined by the Minor Premier of XL1. 
 

Registration of Players 
 

Players from within the respective Clubs will complement teams and all will be registered in 
accordance with By-Law provisions. The maximum number of players per team is 20. 
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(a) Two nominated goalkeepers shall be nominated at the time of block registration 
 

(b) XL may ‘borrow’ players in accordance with previous provisions in these By-Laws. 
 
 

X League Competition Rules as adopted in 2022 

 
9.8 

 
- XL2 players can be borrowed into XL1, however only for a maximum of 4 times. Borrowing 
is permitted until the last round of competition. To be eligible for finals series a player MUST 
have played at least 4 matches in that team. 
- Under 20s can be borrowed from all club teams into XL1 or XL2 an unlimited number of 
times. 
- A goalkeeper can be borrowed at any time from any team age appropriate but MUST 
remain in goals for the entire match, cannot be substituted onto the field. 
- Teams can register up to 20 players each, two of which MUST be goalkeepers, if only one 
goalkeeper is registered then can register max of 19. 
- A minimum of 3 match balls to be provided by the home team. An away team manager can 
place a complaint with the Association in writing. If the home team receives 3 complaints in a 
single season, 3 points will be deducted from the table/standings. 
- All washed out games will be replayed; however, these matches MUST be scheduled 
withing 2 weeks for the washed-out matches. Teams to agree and then MUST confirm with 
the Association. 
- Any matches that would be stood-down matches due to disciplinary issues are also will be 
played as to cause no disruption to the competition. However, if the team is found guilty by 
the disciplinary committee, 6 points (2 stood down matches) will be deducted from the table/ 
standings. Any player named in reports will be stood down pending disciplinary outcome. 
- All games played Friday nights (unless catch up). XL2 kick-off at 6:15pm with no stoppage 
time and strictly 10 minutes half time break with XL1 to kick-off at 8:15pm with stoppage time 
and 10 minutes half time break. (Remembering what time lights go out) 
- XL1 Substitutions: Each team allowed a maximum of 5 substitutions (no interchange) which 
are made in 3 time increments to minimise the disturbance on game flow and reduce time 
wasting. 
- XL2 Substitutions: interchange. 
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10.0 GDSFA KNOCKOUT CUPS 
 

10.1 
 
 
 
 

10.2 

Overview 
 

GDSFA conducts a number of knockout cup competitions. Entry is restricted to clubs within 
the Association. Each knockout cup will only take place if at least 2 entries are received. 

 
Eligible Teams & Players 
(a) Entries on the form provided will only be accepted for: 

 
i COTTAM CUP: U18, U21, All Age Men & Premier League teams. Note Premier League Clubs 
shall enter one team in the Cottam Cup. 
ii ERIC HULME CUP: U17 and U18 teams 
iii BILL HENDERSON CUP: U16 teams 
iv ALLAN GARSIDE CUP: U15 teams 
v RAY MARSHALL CUP: U14 teams 
vi GEORGE SANDERS CUP: U13 teams 
vii KEN VAIRY CUP: U13 teams 
vii PRESIDENT'S CUP: All female AAL teams. Note AAL/1 shall enter one team in the 
President’s Cup 
ix NIELSEN CUP:All female teams U12-U13 
x FOX CUP: All female teams in U14-U15 
xi KYAH SIMON: All female teams U16. 

 
(b) Players must be registered for the Club for which they are competing in accordance with 
Association rules, to a maximum of 18 players. All players must have completed 2 games in the 
weekly competition prior to participation in these competitions. Cottam Cup rules will apply for Cottam 
Cup competition. 

 
(c) There shall be no movement of players between teams, additional registrations will be 
permitted as long as maximum numbers are not breached, 24 hours before the next scheduled match. 

 
 
 
 

 

10.3 
 
 
 
 

10.4 
 
 
 

 
10.5 

 
 

 
10.6 

 
 
 

10.7 

Team Responsibilities 
 

Each team entered shall nominate a ground that will be available for play on any of the days 
deemed necessary for the operation of this competition. 

Entry Fee 
 

For Cottam Cup, the entry fee is $500.00 per team. 
For other Cups, the entry fees is $100.00 per team. 
Entries will NOT be accepted where no fee is forwarded with the nomination(s). 

 
General 

 
For circumstances not covered by these rules, the By-Laws and/or Constitution of the 
G&DSFA (Inc) shall apply. 

Awards 
 

Suitable trophies will be awarded to the winning Clubs. 
 

Competition Timetable 
(a) Games will be played as early in the season as practicable. 
(b) Games will be played on Sundays where possible. 
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11.0 SMALL SIDED FOOTBALL (Miniroos) 

11.1 Overview 

Small Sided Football (SSF/Mini-roos) is the entry level competition for GDSFA players aged 
4 to 11. Results and competition tables are not published. 

The attention of Clubs is drawn to the AIM of Small Sided Football (SSF/Miniroos). This is to 
enable the players to ENJOY themselves without the PRESSURE from PARENTS, and to 
develop their skills. To achieve this, matches are to be played in a non-competitive 
atmosphere. 

 
11.2 Eligible Players 

A player must be turning a minimum of 5 years of age during the calendar year to be eligible 
to be registered. 

A registered non-competition (SSF/Mini-roos) player is U10 and / or U11 player is permitted 
to play as a temporary transfer for a team playing competition football within the Association 
subject to the provisions in Section 4.4-Temporary transfer (Borrowing) 

There is no time limit to players playing out of their original team, however whilst players may 
play up an age, they MUST NOT play down an age e.g. a registered U7 player may play for 
an U7 team or an U8 team, but not for an U6 team, without written agreement from the 
Association due to special circumstances. 

11.3 Competition 

SSF matches will be conducted as friendly games. Unless otherwise arranged, competition 
points and tables will not apply. 

 

 
For all circumstances not mentioned in these rules, reference should be made to the 
Constitution and/or By-Laws. 
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12.0 Match Regulations 

12.1 Introduction 

This section covers Match Regulations for competitions conducted by 
GDSFA (the ‘Association’) and its affiliated clubs. 

13.0 General 
This section applies to all games, unless otherwise stated. 

 
13.1 Home Team 

The team listed first in the competition draw is the home team. 
 

13.2 Starting Times for Matches 

a Matches shall be played on grounds and at times stipulated by the Association 
 

b Where the match starts late as above, the Referee may shorten the total match time to 
avoid delaying the start of subsequent matches. The match may be shortened only to the 
extent that it starts late, and must be played in two equal halves 

c Any team failing to take the field by the stipulated time or failing to have sufficient players 
available without satisfactory explanation shall be deemed to have forfeited the match and 
shall be liable for referees expenses and a fine in accordance with the By-Laws 

d Premier League First Grade fixtures will commence no earlier than 3pm and be of 45min 
halves with a 5min interval. 

 
13.3 Team Sheets 

It shall be the responsibility of both the home team and away team to complete their team 
sheets in EMS prior to the game commencing. A fine as prescribed in Booklet 1 Appendix 1 
shall be imposed on the Club, for each team sheet not duly completed. 

 
13.4 Competition Results 

Club Secretaries shall ensure the results of all of their club games have been entered into 
EMS within 24 hiours of the game having been played.Any Club failing to submit results, for 
each result not received within 48 hours shall incur a fine as prescribed in Booklet 1 Appendix 
1. 

 
13.5 Players' Equipment 

Players in all matches shall play in registered uniforms in Club Colours, comprising shirts or 
jersey, shorts, socks, shin guards and acceptable footwear. Where the Colours of opposing 
teams are similar and would cause confusion, the home team shall change. For age groups 
U12 and over, numbered shirts shall be worn. Regardless of the age group, if numbered 
shirts are worn, the team sheet shall be completed with the numbers and failure to comply will 
incur a fine as prescribed in Booklet 1 Appendix 1 per player. 

13.6 Technical Area 

Each field must have a technical area for the home and away teams. The only people allowed 
in the technical area are: 

• Designated coaches, managers and medical people - must be registered. 
• Nominated players 
• Nominated substitutes and/or interchange players 
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14.0 Match & Team Officials 

14.1 Team Officials 
 

a At all matches, there shall be a minimum of two Team Officials (one Team Official from 
each team), wearing an appropriate vest as issued by the Association. 

b The Team Officials shall introduce themselves to the referee before the commencement of 
the game. 

 
c Team Officials’ duties shall be to ensure that spectators, coaches, and managers, for their 

Club or team, do not encroach on the sidelines or the pitch, and see that good order is 
maintained by their team and spectators. 

 
d Should any incidents arise out of a match that is for consideration by the ASSOCIATION, 

each Team Official shall complete a written report into such incidents for the 
ASSOCIATION. 

e The Team Officials shall appear at any inquiry as witnesses, if required. 
 

f All Team Officials shall have attained the age of eighteen (18) years of age. 
 

g Team Officials from both teams shall ensure their name is entered on their team sheet in 
EMS. 

h If a Team Official is not provided, the game will not go ahead. 

i A Team Official is not allowed into the technical area. 

14.2 Match Officials 
Where possible, referees shall be appointed to all fixtures of Associations competitions by the 
Association. The Association 

 
a When an official referee is not in attendance by exactly five minutes before the kick-off 
ime, the team managers or captains of the two teams must meet and mutually appoint a 
substitute. If both teams are unable to agree the home team shall appoint a suitable referee as 
the match MUST go ahead. Failure to appoint a referee may result in sanctions as deemed 
appropriate by the Association. 

b Once appointed a referee must control the entire match. The Referee's decisions are final 
and binding. The appointed match official has all the rights, powers and responsibilities of an 
officially appointed referee and shall be accorded the same respect by the teams as would an 
official referee. 

c At the completion of the match the Referee shall update the team sheet in EMS with the 
result, cautions, send-offs and their name. If the referee is unable to update the EMS 
they must email the Association with results and any sanctions applied within that 
match. 

 
 

14.3 Match Commissioners 
From time to time, the Association may appoint a Match Commissioner to a particular game. 
The Commissioner’s role is to provide support to match officials, ground officials and/or team 
officials, and provide an independent report to the Association in event of any misconduct. 
They can also refer issues to the CEO or Competitions Manager for further guidance on the 
day. 
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15.0 Match Abandoned, Forfeited, Deferred or Rained Out 

15.1 Wet or Inclement Weather 

The Association may abandon matches. In the event of a ground being adversely affected by 
weather, the referee’s decision on whether the match is played is final. 

a Withdrawal of Fields: Where fields are withdrawn from play and insufficient time is 
allowed for the Association to inform Clubs participating on withdrawn fields, the Home 
Club may be held responsible for payment of any referees' fees for referees appointed to 
those withdrawn fields. 

 
Clubs acting of their own volition and withdrawing fields shall firstly inform the Association 
of their intent and secondly shall ensure that opposing teams drawn upon the field/s are 
notified accordingly through their respective Club secretary/Competition Secretary. 

b Should all fields be withdrawn by decision of the Association, notification regarding 
cancellation will be the responsibility of the Association. 

 
15.2 Deferred Matches 

. 
a) On request and with a minimum of 72 hours’ notice, a team shall be automatically granted 

a deferment of any Association match scheduled for the same weekend during which the 
team is competing in the State, Robertson or Bill Cullinan Cups either at a regional centre 
or in the Final. 

b) A team must give a minimum 21 days notice of any request to defer a competition match 
for a pre-planned event (eg wedding). Such a request will only be considered where the 
event involves more than 25% of the team’s registered players. If the deferral is approved, 
the Association is solely responsible for rescheduling the match. 

c) The Association may also defer matches in the event of an unplanned situation (eg 
death/funeral, major damage to grounds/fields, etc). 

 
15.3 Forfeited Matches 

a Matches shall commence at the scheduled time on grounds arranged. 

b A team failing to play the match arranged shall forfeit the match and shall incur a fine as 
prescribed in the schedule. 

 
c Teams forfeiting on two occasions without satisfactory reasons may be removed from 

the competition. 

d 48 hours notice must be given to the Association, the opponents and referees by any 
team unable to play a scheduled match. Failure to do so shall render the team liable for 
fines and costs as detailed in Appendix 1. 

 
e Teams suspended from their competitions for whatever reason shall have their affected 

matches treated as forfeits 
 

15.4 Abandoned Matches 

a Where for any reason other than weather or ground condition a match is abandoned after 
the referee has blown their whistle to commence, reasons for abandonment shall be 
forwarded to the Association by: 

i The match officials by written report 
ii Both Club Secretary’s by written report. 
iii Both Team Managers by written reports through their Secretaries. 
iv All reports to be in the hands of the Association no later than the timeframe designated in 
Judiciary and Disciplinary Procedures. 
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b In the event of a match being abandoned for any reason as in Law 5 of the Laws of the 
Game, the replay or otherwise shall be at the discretion of the ASSOCIATION. To reach a 
decision, the ASSOCIATION shall consider the amount of time played and to whom or 
what the abandonment is attributed. 

 
c In the event of a match being abandoned all parties implicated will be required to attend a 

hearing before the DC at its next scheduled meeting after all reports have been submitted. 

d In the event of a match being abandoned by the match officials for reasons of violence, the 
team or teams reported by the match official(s) shall be suspended from their next 
competition round. Further punishments may be applied as per Booklet 4 Judiciary and 
Disciplinary Procedures 

 
 

15.5 Team Sheets - - Send-offs - Cautions – Suspensions 

Match details and results are to be recorded on the team sheets in EMS 
 
 

a Prior to the commencement of a match, team managers and/or coaches, shall finalise 
their team sheet in EMS and verify the opposing team’s team sheet in EMS. It shall be 
the responsibility of BOTH team managers to verify the final score in EMS as entered by 
the match official.. 

b The match offical shall record the score; any cautions or send offs and enter their 
name against the team sheet in EMS. 

c No player may take the field of play until their details are recorded on the team sheet in 
EMS. 

 
d No protest or appeal concerning a match result shall be heard unless both Clubs 

concerned agree that the validity of all players to take the field was confirmed by the 
opposition team via EMS.. 

e If a player is sent from the field by the referee, the referee will record the offence against 
that player in EMS and forward a report to the Association via the GDFRA Secretary. The 
referee’s report shall be supplied to the Chairman of the Judicial Committee and the club 
secretary of the sent off player. 

f Should the player be suspended, his/her clearance to play shall be revoked by the 
Association. 

 
g A player receiving five cautions for the first time in a season is to be stood down by his/her 

Club for one (1) competition round. A player receiving a further three cautions in a season 
is to be stood down for two (2) competition rounds. The Association will give notice to 
Clubs when players have incurred the prescribed number of cautions. 

h A caution, once given may not be withdrawn. 

i In the event of player being sent from the field, he/she shall be automatically suspended 
for a minimum of one match unless the Red Card issued is revoked by the match official 

 
j Players or teams receiving a specified number of match suspensions must serve their 

suspension/s appertaining to completed matches. Loss-on-forfeits, byes, abandoned 
matches, terminated matches and complete washouts, do not count as completed 
matches. A match constitutes any fixture arranged by the Association including 
representative commitments and State fixtures. A player must be registered to serve their 
suspension. It is the responsibility of the player’s club to ensure a player serves their full 
suspension. 

k Team managers must be registered. Team managers that are not registered are not 
permitted in the Technical Area 
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l No entries, notes or alterations of any nature may be entered against a team sheet in EMS 
by any other person than the match official, who is responsible to enter the match results 
and details of cautions and send-offs . The match official is the only person to report or 
make alterations to a Team Sheet in EMS. Penalty for infringement as prescribed in 
Booklet 1 Appendix 1. 

 
15.6 Players Temporarily Playing Up 

Any player playing up must be added to the team sheet in EMS Failure to comply will incur a 
$fine as prescribed in Booklet 1 Appendix 1 for each offence. 

 
15.7 Minimum Number of Players 

Before a competition match can commence, teams must be able to field a minimum of seven 
(7)-registered players. If the team is unable to comply by 10 minutes after the scheduled kick 
off time the match shall be abandoned. Points shall be awarded to the opposition and goals 
scored by either team shall stand. 

15.8 Suspended Persons 

Any person (players, official, spectator) serving a suspension is not permitted inside the 
fenced/roped area (Technical Area) of the field. 

15.9 Penalties for Playing Ineligible Players 

a For failure to abide by these By-Laws, a player may be deemed ineligible. 
 

b Any team that fields a player deemed ineligible shall (for each match that the 
player/person has played) be deemed to have lost each match, and: 

i Each result recorded as a loss on forfeit, and the score for each match the offending team 
recorded as nil, and the score for the non-offending team(s) for each match recorded as 
goals actually scored or 3, whichever is greater; and 

ii Will forfeit 3 competition points for the ineligible player, and 
iii If the player was unregistered, the team will forfeit an additional 3 competition points, and 
iv May be dealt with additionally as the DC deems fit 

 
c A player who, whilst unregistered or ineligible, plays in any official match conducted under 

the auspices of the Association may be suspended for a period up to 12 months 
commencing on the date that the penalty is advised to the players club by the Association 
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16.0 Match Rules 

16.1 Small Sided Football (SSF) 

SSF games are subject to the FFA rules & guidelines: 
www.playfootball.com.au/sites/play/files/2018-01/14701_football_aldi-miniroos-collateral_playing-
formats-rules.pdf 

16.2 Duration of Matches 
Duration of matches for each age division is shown below. All matches are to be of two (2) 
equal halves. If a game is late starting, both halves must be equally reduced in order to meet 
the published finish time. The half time break is not the exceed 5 minutes 

Age Group Game time 
Under 6’s – Under 11’s In accordance with SSF guidelines 
Under 12’s  25 minutes per half 
Under 13's / Under 14’s / Under 15’s 35 minutes per half 
Under 16’s / Under 17’s 40 minutes per half 
Under 17’s 40 minutes per half 
Under 18’s / Youth 45 minutes per half 
Over 35 /Over 45 / Over 55 40 minutes per half 
All Age / XL 45 minutes per half 

In the event of a match being played for less than 75% of the normal time set out in the above 
schedule, the referee is to lodge a report. The match will be deemed null and void and shall 
be replayed. This does not apply to matches that are abandoned. 

16.3 Ball Sizes 

In all competition matches the following ball sizes shall be used: 

Under 6’s / 7’s / 8’s / 9’s No. 3 Ball – 22” – 23” 
Under 10’s / 11’s / 12’s / 13’s No. 4 Ball – 25” – 26” 
All Other Grades No. 5 Ball – 27” – 28” 

16.4 Corner Kicks: U12 

Corner kicks in the U12 age grade shall be taken eight yards from the edge of the penalty 
area on the touchline. 

16.5 Change of Players during Play 

a Interchange 

i For all age groups, five (5) players (including the goalkeeper) may be used for unlimited 
interchanging at any time during the game, in accordance with the Interchange 
Procedures below. 

ii Interchange players must at all times have their strip covered when in the interchange 
area while a match is in progress. 

b Interchange Procedures 

i “Interchange zone” will be an area one metre either side of the halfway line 
ii An interchange is one, which is made when the ball is out of play, and for which the 

following conditions shall be observed: 

• the player leaving the field shall do so from the sideline, crossing over at the sector
called the interchange zone

http://www.playfootball.com.au/sites/play/files/2018-01/14701_football_aldi-miniroos-collateral_playing-
http://www.playfootball.com.au/sites/play/files/2018-01/14701_football_aldi-miniroos-collateral_playing-
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• the player entering the field shall also do so from the interchange zone, but not until 
the player leaving the field has passed completely over the sideline 

 
• A player nominated for interchange shall be subject to the authority and jurisdiction 

of the referee whether called upon to play or not. 
 

• The interchange is completed when the player who was off the field, enters the field. 
From this moment they become a player and the player whom they replaced ceases 
to be a player. 

 
iii The number of interchanges made during a match is unlimited. A player who has been 

replaced may return to the field for another player. 

iv If during an interchange, an interchange player enters the field before the replaced 
player has completely left it, the referee shall ensure the replaced player leaves the 
field, then caution the interchange player and then restart the game. 

 
v If during an interchange, an interchange player enters the field or a replaced player 

leaves it from a place other than the interchange zone, the referee shall caution the 
offending player. 

vi The interchanging of players will cease, at the completion of normal & extra time. Only 
the players on the field at the completion of the game are permitted to participate in the 
penalty kicks, subject to over-riding rules set by FIFA. No interchanging at this time is 
permissible. 

 
16.6 Over 35 & Over 45 Competition 

Only moulded soles or outdoor shoes with rubber studs are to be worn (i.e. no screw-in studs). 
 

16.7 Jewellery 

As per FIFA rules, no jewellery is permitted. However, GDSFA permits players to wear a flat 
wedding ring. 
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17.0 League Winners & Finals 

17.1 League Positions 

a League Winners: The team leading on competition points at the completion of the League 
shall be named League Winner. When two or more teams finish on equal points, the 
winners shall be determined by goal differences (goal difference is determined by 
subtracting goals against from goals for). When goal differences are equal, the team 
scoring the greater number of goals shall be determined League Winners. If the teams are 
still equal, League winners will be determined by the team with the lesser number of send-
offs then cautions. If the result is still equal, there shall be a play-off to determine League 
Winners. 

b Minor Positions: Positions 2 to 4 shall be determined in the first instance on points, then 
goal differences, then goals. When goal differences are equal, the team scoring the 
greater number of goals shall be the higher position. If still equal, positions will be 
determined by the team with the lesser number of send-offs then cautions. If the result is 
still equal there shall be a play-off to determine positions 2 and 3. 

 
c Champion of Champions: This competition is conducted by Football NSW. The 

ASSOCIATION may invite a team from each age group to represent the Association. . 
Failure by a team to confirm acceptance of the invitation within 14 days may result in 
another team being invited to represent. 

 
17.2 Semi-Finals, Finals, Grand Finals 

Eligibility for participation in the finals series will be determined after the completion of the 
League Competition. Entry into the finals series is subject to any breach of the rules by any 
team within the competition and final’s series. When the League Competition has been 
completed the top four teams in a grade, or as determined by the competition department, shall 
play-off to determine the Grand Champion. 
a Where extra time is played, two equal periods shall be played in accordance with the 
Laws of the Game authorised by IFAB. For clarity, NO “sudden death” and NO “golden 
goal” rule shall apply.. 
b If the match is drawn at the completion of extra time, a penalty shoot-out will take place in 
accordance with the Laws of the Game.Only the players that were on at the field at the completion of 
extra time will be permitted to take part in the penalty shoot-out. No substitutions/inter changing of 
players will be permitted prior to the commencement of the penalty shoot-out with the exception of an 
injured goalkeeper. Players are not permitted to leave the field during the period of the penalty 
shoot-out. Coaches for age groups U/12 and U/13 are permitted to stay with their teams on the field 
for the penalty shoot-out. 

17.3 Method of Play 
 

a Semi Finals: 1 v 2, 3 v 4 
b Finals: Loser of 1 v 2 plays winner of 3 v 4. 
c Grand Finals: Winner of 1 v 2 plays winner of Final. 

The winner of the Grand Final shall be declared Grand Champion and the loser shall be 
known as Grand Finalist. 

 
17.4 Finals - Eligible Players 

Players must have played three competition matches within the season with the team 
they are playing for in any semi-final, final or grand final match. Byes and/or matches lost 
on forfeit do not count for the purpose of determining three competition matches. 

 
17.5 Duration of Extra Time - Semi-Finals, Finals, Grand Finals 

a At normal full time a toss of a coin by the referee shall determine which end of the 
field each team shall defend or which team shall kick off. 
b Under 12 and Over 45s/ 55s shall play five (5) minutes each way. 
c Under 13 and older play ten (10) minutes each way. 
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18.0 GDSFA Knockout Cups 
RULES OF CUPS 

 

 

 
Division 

 
Open To… 

Duration 
(minutes) 
each half 

Duration 
(minutes) 
each half for 
Grand Final 

Ken Vairy Cup Mixed U12 30 30 

George 
Sanders Cup Mixed U13 30 30 

Ray Marshall 
Cup Mixed U14 35 35 

Alan Garside 
Cup Mixed U15 35 35 

Bill Henderson 
Cup Mixed U16 40 40 

Eric Hulme 
Cup Mixed U17-U18 45 45 

Cottam Cup All Senior Teams 18 and 
over 45 45 

Nielsen Cup Female U12 to U13 30 30 

Fox Cup Female U14-U15 35 35 

Kyah Simon 
Cup Female U16 40 40 

President’s 
Cup Female U16 & Over 45 45 

18.1 Playing Times 
Game duration shall be as in the above table with a 5 minute break at half time. In the event 
of a draw extra time shall be played. 

 
 

18.2  Extra Time 
Extra time of 5 minutes each way to be played for U12 and U13. Extra time of 10 
minutes each way to be played for U14 and older. 

 

18.3  Scoring 

Extra time will be played of two equal halves. The referee shall award the match to the team 
that has scored the most goals at the conclusion of extra time. 

 
If the match is drawn at the completion of extra time, a penalty shoot-out will take place in 
accordance with Laws of the Game. Players are not permitted to leave the field during the 
period of the penalty shoot-out. Coaches for age groups U/12 to U/13 are permitted to stay with 
their teams on the field for the penalty shoot-out. 
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